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JAZZ

New ensemble
to bow at jazz fest

Group plans to explore
Third Stream repertoire

By Howard Reich
Tribune arts critic

Come September, a major new jazz orchestra
will bow in Chicago, which already is home to
two of the best,

The Chicago Jazz Philharmonic, created by
Chicago trumpeter-composer Orbert Davis,
will give its premiere performance during a
prime slot at this year's Chicago Jazz Festival in
Grant Park.

In so doing, Davis' new ensemble will join the
ranks of the city's two major jazz repertory
bands: the Chicago Jazz Ensemble (based at Co-
lumbia College Chicago) and the Chicago Jazz
Orchestra (formerly known as the Jazz Mem-
bers Big Band).

But the new organization will be different,
says Davis, in that it will explore the repertoire
of the Third Stream, meaning music that merg-
es elements of jazz and classical traditions. In
addition, the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic will
swing freely from mainstream repertoire, such
as the Ella Fitzgerald “Songbook” albums, to
collaborations with the innovative composers

of the Association for the Advancement of Cre-

. ative Musicians.

“This orchestra is being designed to accom-
plish a lot of things that aren’t done very often
today.” says Davis, whose band will give its first
performance Sept. 4, during the prized Satur-
day night spot at the Chicago Jazz Festival.

“One of our purposes is to reflect on past
Third Stream experiments — music by Duke El-
lington, Gil Evans, Gunther Schuller and Wil-
liam Russo.

“But we also can do collaborations with peo-
ple like [AACM innovators] Douglas Ewart and
Ari Brown.

“We can play something classieal, but we also
can be an artistic venue for improvisation.”

For its Chicago Jazz Festival debut, the new
organization will perform Davis’ Four Tone Po-
ems for Jazz Quintet and Orchestra, an impres.
sive work that Davis’ quintet and the Chicago
Sinfonietta premiered last October in Orches-
tra Hall; an Evans-inspired version of an aria
from Puccini's “Tosca,” performed by the leo-
nine Chicago pianist Willie Pickens and the or-
chestra; amedley from Fitzgerald's “Songbook™
albums, sung by the distinguished Chicago vo-
calist Dee Alexander; and a new work for trum-
pet, jazz quartet and orchestra “influenced by
Charlie Parker and Igor Stravinsky" says
Davis, who will play the lead.

TEMPO

ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT

As its name implies, the Chicago Jazz Phil-
harmonic will be staffed by jazz and classical
musicians, with much of its repertoire calling
for approximately 20 to 40 players. The musi-
cians will be drawn from Chicago's huge pool of
instrumentalists, the balance between jazz and
classical players shifting according to the de-
mands of the repertoire. The Philharmonic's
first outing will be sponsored by the Jazz Insti-
tute of Chicage and the Chicago-based Boeing
iCo.

“When we came to Orbert, asking him te play
at the Chicago.Jazz Festival, he said he had a big
ilea, and he sure did,” recalls Lauren Deutsch,
executive director of the Jazz Institute, which
programs the festival with the Mavor's Office of
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Trumpeter and composer Orbert Davis, shown playing last year with the Chicago Sinfonietta, is
the creator of the new Chicago Jazz Philharmonic, which will debut Sept. 4.

Special Events.

“We thought it was a great idea, but we
weren't sure we could support the cost. So Or-
bert went directly to Boeing,” which agreed to
co-underwrite the debut performance of the
Chieago Jazz Philharmonic. A Boeing spokes-
man could not be reached for comment; the cost
of the performance is estimated to be in the low
five figures,

How well the Chicago Jazz Philharmonic
[ares after its festival debut will depend on the
kind of financial support and eritical reception
that comes its way, but Davis® reputation as a
top-flight artist won't hurt.

Says Davis: “l consider this a once-in-a-life-
time opportunity, and I can’t wait until Sept. 4.”



